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Perhaps the most disquieting feature of Lord
Lugard's Report is his conclusion as to the real
basis of slave-owning as a property in Abyssinia,
namely, that it is an integral part of the religion of
the country. For he states that opposition to the
abolition of slavery " comes principally from the
priesthood, which considers itself the guardian of
the Mosaic law and regards slavery as an institution
decreed by .Jehovah," Abolitionists have therefore
to reckon not merely with a system of slavery upon
which the economic life of the country depends,
but one which is interwoven not only with the
social customs but with the religious convictions
of the people. Lord Lugard does not minimise
the gigantic nature of the task before the League of
Nations, for he says :
" The attempt to abolish property in slaves, and to carry
out the terms of the Edict, must involve a complete
change in the social life of the people of Abyssinia, This
in any country would be strongly opposed by the owners
of slaves. . . . That there will be fierce opposition to
the enforcement of the Edict is beyond all possibility of
doubt, and it is well known that in Abyssinia this opposi-
tion will be practically universal. * We will die rather
than give up our slaves,5 a chief is reported to have said
to a European."l
What is known of the contents of the Lugard
Memorandum will give some indication of the value
which attaches to the full Report. It seems un-
1 C. 436* M. 157.1925. VI. pp. 105-6.
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